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(57) ABSTRACT

The light control system includes command means (640) for
outputting a command signal indicating a direction of rota-
tion of the light control means (300), detection means (630)
for detecting electromotive force generated in a coil (510),
switch means (610) for connecting the coil to drive means
(500,302, 620) in a driving state in which current is supplied
to the coil and connecting the coil to the detection means in a
non-driving state in which electromotive force generated in
the coil is detected, determination means (660) for determin-
ing a rotational state of a rotary shaft member (302), based on
an output signal output from the detection means, and control
means (650) for outputting a command for causing the drive
means to output a drive signal, based on an output signal
output from the determination means.

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
LIGHT CONTROL SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation application of
International application No. PCT/JP2013/057365 filed on
Mar. 15, 2013, which is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
098922 filed on Apr. 24, 2012; the entire contents of these
applications are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to alight control system.

2. Description of the Related Art

With enhancement of image quality of small-size image
pickup devices such as mobile devices having image pickup
function and micro video scopes in recent years, there are
increasing needs for optical elements such as lenses, stops,
and optical filters to shift from fixed focal length lenses, fixed
aperture stops, filters having fixed characteristics used in the
past to adjustable focus lenses, variable stops, and variable
characteristic filters. Moreover, many light control systems
have been developed as means for reducing the size of optical
components used in small-size image pickup devices.

Japanese Patent Application Laid-open Publication No.
H10-20360 discloses a light quantity control apparatus as an
example of such light control systems. FIG. 5 is an exploded
perspective view showing the overall construction of a con-
ventional light quantity control apparatus.

The light quantity control apparatus shown in FIG. 5 has a
printed board having a multi-layer structure and a coil having
a film core made of a material having high magnetic perme-
ability provided on the printed board. A cylindrical rotor 920
magnetized to have at least two magnetic poles is fitted to the
coil part 925 having the above-described structure, and a stop
blade 915 used to control the transmitted light quantity is
fixedly attached to the rotor 920. The stop blade 915 is
arranged between upper and lower plates 910,911 and shifted
in the gap between the upper and lower plates 910,911 by the
coil formed on the printed board.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A light control system according to the present invention
comprises first and second substrates each having an optical
aperture; at least one light control means provided with a
magnetic rotary shaft member; a spacer arranged between the
first substrate and the second substrate to provide a space that
allows the light control means to move; drive means arranged
on the first substrate, for causing the light control means to
move with supply of current to a coil; command means for
outputting a command signal indicating a direction of rota-
tion of the light control means; detection means for detecting
electromotive force generated in the coil; switch means for
connecting the coil to the drive means in a driving state in
which current is supplied to the coil and connecting the coil to
the detection means in a non-driving state in which electro-
motive force generated in the coil is detected; determination
means for determining a rotational state of the rotary shaft
member, based on an output signal output from the detection
means; and control means for outputting a command for
causing the drive means to output a drive signal, based on an
output signal output from the determination means.
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It is preferred that the light control system according to the
present invention have memory means for storing an output
from the command means and that when a signal output from
the determination means is input to the control means, a
signal output from the control means be determined based on
information stored in the memory means.

In the light control system according to the present inven-
tion, it is preferred that when power of the light control system
is turned on, the command means send a command signal to
the control means so as to cause the light control means to
shift to a first stopping position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing the construction of a light
control system according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view showing the struc-
ture of the light control apparatus according to the first
embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the structure of the
light control apparatus according to the first embodiment in
the assembled state;

FIG. 4 is a flow chart of a processing sequence of the light
control system according to the first embodiment; and

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view showing the overall
construction of a conventional light control apparatus.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following, embodiments of the light control system
according to the present invention will be described in detail.
It is to be understood the present invention is not limited by
the following embodiments.

First Embodiment

A light control system according to a first embodiment will
be described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3. FIG. 1 is a
diagram showing the construction of the light control system
700 according to the first embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 1, the light control system according to
the first embodiment includes a light control apparatus 50, a
switch 610 serving as the switching means, a drive unit 620,
a detection unit 630 serving as the detection means, a com-
mand unit 640 serving as the command means, a control unit
650 serving as the control means, a determination unit 660
serving as the determination means, a memory unit 670, and
a power source unit 690 (power source).

Firstly, the structure of the light control apparatus 50 will
be described with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3. FIG. 2 is an
exploded perspective view showing the structure of the light
control apparatus 50 according to the first embodiment. FIG.
3 is a perspective view showing the structure of the light
control apparatus 50 in the assembled state.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the light control apparatus 50
includes a first substrate 101 having an optical aperture 102
and a rotary shaft hole 103, a second substrate 201 having an
optical aperture 202 and a rotary shaft hole 203, light control
means 300 on which an optical element 301 is arranged, a
spacer 401 arranged between the first substrate 101 and the
second substrate 201 to provide a space in which the light
control means 300 can move, and an electromagnetic drive
source 500 that causes the light control means 300 to move.

The first substrate 101 and the second substrate 201 are
arranged in order along the optical axis AX in such a way that
the optical aperture 102 provided at the center of the first
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substrate 101 and the optical aperture 202 provided at the
center of the second substrate 201 are positioned coaxially on
the optical axis AX.

A magnetic rotary shaft member 302 is directly provided
on the light control means 300 at its rotation center. As the
rotary shaft member 302, a magnet is used, for example.

The light control means 300 is arranged between the first
substrate 101 and the second substrate 201. The rotary shaft
member 302 extends along the optical axis AX with its lower
end being rotatably fitted to the rotary shaft hole 203 of the
second substrate 201 and its upper end passing through the
rotary shaft hole 103 of the first substrate 101 in a rotatable
manner. The light control means 300 swings around the rotary
shaft member 302. In the case where an optical aperture is
provided as the optical element 301, the optical element 301
functions as an optical stop. Examples of the optical element
301 include an optical aperture, a lens, and a filter. There may
be provided a plurality of optical means 300.

The electromagnetic drive source 500 is arranged on the
first substrate 101 and includes a yoke member 502 having a
substantially square U-shape and two winding coils 501 (coil)
wound thereon. The two end portions 503, 504 of the yoke
member 502 are opposed to the rotary shaft member 302.

Next, the components in the light control system 700 other
than the light control apparatus 50 will be described.

As shown in FIG. 1, the switch 610 has a first terminal 611
connected to the drive unit 620, a second terminal 612 con-
nected to the detection unit 630, and a third terminal 613
connected to the winding coil 501 of the electromagnetic
drive source 500 and selectively switches connection of one
of'the first terminal 611 and the second terminal 612 with the
third terminal 613. Specifically, the switch 610 electrically
connects the drive unit 620 and the winding coils 501 in the
driving state in which current is supplied to the winding coils
501. On the other hand, the switch 610 electrically connects
the detection unit 630 and the winding coils 501 in the non-
driving state in which the electromotive force generated in the
winding coils 501 is detected. The non-driving state refers to
the state in which driving current is not supplied to the wind-
ing coils 501. As will be described later, the status of the
system automatically shifts to the non-driving state when
supply of current in the driving state is terminated.

Switching of the connection to the first terminal 611 is
effected, for example, in response to a control signal that the
control unit 650 sends when a command signal is sent from
the command unit 640 to the control unit 650. Switching of
the connection to the second terminal 612 is effected, for
example, either automatically when the signal input from the
driving unit 620 stops or in response to a control signal sent
from the control unit 650.

The command unit 640 sends a command signal indicating
a direction of swinging of the light control means 300 to the
control unit 650.

The detection unit 630 detects electromotive force gener-
ated in the winding coils 501 responsive to rotation of the
rotary shaft member 302.

The determination unit 660 determines the rotational state
of'the rotary shaft member 302 on the basis of an output signal
output from the detection unit 630. The rotational state men-
tioned above includes the direction of rotation and the rota-
tion speed. Whether the light control means 300 is rotating or
not can be determined based on the rotation speed.

Based on an output signal output from the detection unit
660, the control unit 650 sends a command signal to the drive
unit 620 to cause it to output a drive signal for driving the
electromagnetic drive source 500.
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The drive unit 620 supplies, in accordance with the com-
mand signal commanding the drive unit 620 to output a drive
signal sent from the control unit 650, the winding coils 501 of
the electromagnetic drive source 500 with a drive signal for
rotating the light control means.

The memory unit 670 is for example, a non-volatile or
volatile memory using a semiconductor device, which stores
information necessary for the operation of the light control
system. The information stored therein is referred to by the
control unit 650 in various processing.

The electromagnetic drive source 500, the rotary shaft
member 302, and the drive unit 620 constitute the drive
means. The light control means 300 is driven by the drive
means. More specifically, as certain current is supplied as a
driving signal to the winding coils 501 from the drive unit
620, the rotary shaft member 302 disposed between the end
portions 503, 504 rotates about its axis. With this rotation, the
light control means 300 swings around the rotary shaft mem-
ber 302 as the pivot to move in a plane perpendicular to the
optical axis AX between a first stopping position and a second
stopping position, whereby the position of the optical element
301 is changed to control incident light passing through the
optical aperture of the light control apparatus 50.

When the light control means 300 is at the first stopping
position, the optical element 301 is located at a position at
which it is kept away from the optical aperture 102 of the first
substrate 101 and the optical aperture 202 of the second
substrate 201. In this state, the light control means 300 abuts
on the inner wall of the spacer 401 to be kept stationary at the
position. In this state, the optical aperture 102 provided in the
first substrate 101 or the optical aperture 202 provided in the
second substrate 201 constitutes the optical aperture of the
light control apparatus 50.

On the other hand, when the light control means 300 is at
the second stopping position, the optical element 301 is
located at a position at which it overlaps the optical aperture
102 of the first substrate 101 and the optical aperture 202 of
the second substrate 201. In this state, the light control means
300 abuts on the inner wall of the spacer 401 to be kept
stationary at the position. In this state, in the case where the
optical element 301 is a stop, the optical aperture of the light
control apparatus 50 is defined by the optical element 301
provided on the light control means 300.

The winding coils 501 cause the rotary shaft member 302
to rotate with supply of certain current when the light control
apparatus 50 is in the driving state, and generates electromo-
tive force responsive to the rotation of the rotary shaft mem-
ber 302 when the light control apparatus 50 is in the non-
driving state. In other words, the same winding coils 501 are
used for driving of the light control means 300 and detection
of the rotation. Therefore, the light control system 700
enables driving and rotation detection without an increase in
the size of the light control apparatus 50.

While in the light control apparatus 50 according to the first
embodiment the spacer 401 also functions as a stopper that
determines the stopping positions of the light control means
300, a stopper member may be provided separately.

The operation of the light control system 700 will be
described with reference to FIG. 4. FIG. 4 is a flow chart
showing a processing sequence in the light control system
700.

Firstly, the command unit 640 sends a command signal for
driving the light control means 300 to the control unit 650
(step S101). This command signal indicates the direction of
swinging (or the direction of shift) of the light control means
300.
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Then, the switch 610 connects the first terminal 611 with
the third terminal 613 responsive to a control signal from the
control unit 650 to thereby connect the driving unit 620 to the
winding coils 501 (step S102). This control signal is a signal
indicating that the apparatus is in the driving state.

Thereafter, the control unit 650 sends an output signal,
which commands the drive unit 620 to output a drive signal, to
the drive unit (step S103). This output signal contains infor-
mation about the electric energy to be supplied and the power
supply time.

Receiving the output signal, the driving unit 620 supplies
current to the winding coils 501 on the basis of the output
signal (step S104). The supply of current is terminated auto-
matically after the lapse of the power supply time indicated by
the output signal.

After the supply of current is terminated, the control unit
650 determines that the apparatus is in the non-driving state
and sends a control signal to the switch 610. Receiving this
control signal, the switch 610 automatically switches the
destination of connection of the third terminal 613 to the
second terminal 612 to thereby connect the detection unit 630
to the winding coils 501 (step S105). This enables the detec-
tion unit 630 to detect or measure electromotive force gener-
ated in the winding coils 501 when the light control means
300 moves.

In connection with the above, the control unit 650 may
determine that the apparatus is in the non-driving state in
response to either the termination of the supply of current to
the winding coils 501 or detection of the lapse of a predeter-
mined time after the termination of the supply of current.

If the light control means 300 moves with rotation of the
rotary shaft member 302 in the state in which the driving
signal is not supplied from the drive unit 620 to the winding
coils 501 of the light control apparatus 50, electromotive
force is generated in the winding coils 501 by the rotation of
the rotary shaft member 302, so that a little electric current
flows in the winding coils 501. When detecting this electro-
motive force, the detection unit 630 outputs a detection sig-
nal. The determination unit 660 makes a determination as to
this detection signal.

If the determination unit 660 determines that a detection
signal is output (Y in step S106), the switch 610 switches the
terminal responsive to a control signal sent from the control
unit 650 to connect the drive unit 620 to the coils 501 (step
S102). Thereafter, subsequent processing (step S103 and sub-
sequent steps) is executed to position the light control means
at a predetermined position.

The detection signal output from the detection unit 630
changes depending on the direction of rotation of the rotary
shaft member 302. For example, a positive signal is output
when the rotation is clockwise, and a negative signal is output
when the rotation is counterclockwise. Therefore, the deter-
mination unit 660 determines the magnitude of the signal and
whether the signal is positive or negative, thereby capable of
notifying the control unit 650 of the direction in which the
light control means 300 is to be swung to the predetermined
position.

On the other hand, if a detection signal is not output (N in
step S106), the control unit 650 determines whether or not a
command signal is sent from the command unit 640 (step
S107).

If a command signal is sent (Y in step S107), the control
unit 650 receives the command signal output from the com-
mand unit 640 (step S101).

On the other hand, if a command signal is not sent (N in
step S107), the control unit 650 checks the state of the power
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source unit 690 (power source). If the power source is off (Y
in step S108), the process is terminated.

If the power source is not off (N in step S108), a determi-
nation as to whether a detection signal is output or not is made
again, and the processing of step S106 and subsequent steps is
executed.

In the above-described light control system, if the light
control means 300 swings due to a load such an impact, it is
possible to move it back to a predetermined position by
detecting electromotive force generated in the winding coils
501 with the swinging. Thus, a stable operation can be
achieved.

Second Embodiment

A light control system according to a second embodiment
has a construction same as the light control system according
to the first embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 to 3 except for the
features described in the following and executes processing
similar to the processing according to the flow chart in FIG. 4.

In the light control system according to the second embodi-
ment, a command signal sent from the command unit 640 to
the control unit 650 (in step S101 in FIG. 4) is stored in the
memory unit 670 serving as memory means. It is preferred
that the storing of the command signal in the memory unit 670
be executed in step S103 in FIG. 4.

If the determination unit 660 determines that a detection
signal is output from the detection unit 630 while the light
control apparatus 50 is in the non-driving state (Y in step
S106 in FIG. 4), the determination unit 660 sends information
about the command signal stored in the memory unit 670 to
the control unit 650. In accordance with this, the switch 610
receives a control signal from the control unit 650 and
changes the terminal connected to the third terminal 613 from
the second terminal 612 to the first terminal 611 (step S102 in
FIG. 4). Then, the control unit 650 sends an output signal,
which commands the drive unit 620 to output a drive signal, to
the drive signal 620 (step S103 in FIG. 4). Receiving the
output signal, the drive unit 620 supplies current to the wind-
ing coil 501, based on the output signal (step S104 in FIG. 4).

The output signal sent from the control unit 650 to the drive
unit 620 is a signal that is generated based on information
about the direction of swinging of the light control means 300
contained in the command signal stored in the memory unit
670. This signal is, for example, a signal that causes the light
control means 300 to swing in the direction opposite to the
direction of swinging of the light control means 300 accord-
ing to the command signal.

If the output signal is generated based on the command
signal stored in the memory unit 670, it is possible to swing
the light control means 300 taking into account the direction
of swinging of the light control means 300 in the previous
driving. Therefore, when swinging of the rotary shaft member
302 is detected, it is possible to return the light control means
300 to the original state with reliability. Moreover, since it is
sufficient to measure the magnitude of a detection signal
correlating with the amount of shift of the light control means
300, the system is stable without operation errors.

The features, operations, and advantages of the system
other than those described above are the same as those in the
first embodiment.

Third Embodiment

A light control system according to a third embodiment
differs from the light control system according to the first
embodiment in that when the power is turned on, the light
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control means 300 is caused to swing so as to locate the
optical element 301 at the first stopping position. Except for
this, the light control system according to the third embodi-
ment has a construction same as the light control system
according to the first embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 to 3 and
executes processing similar to the processing according to the
flow chart in FIG. 4.

In the light control system according to the third embodi-
ment, when power is turned on with the start of power supply
from the power source unit 690, a command signal for caus-
ing the light control means 300 to swing in such a way as to
shift the optical element 301 to the first stopping position is
sent from the command unit 640 to the control unit 650,
regardless of the position of the light control means 300. It is
preferred that this process be executed before the processing
of step S101 in FIG. 4 is executed after the start of the
operation of the system.

When power is not supplied to the light control system, it is
not possible to determine where the optical element 301 is
located. In view of this, the control unit 640 is adapted to send
a signal for shifting the light control means 300 to the first
stopping position when power is turned on regardless of the
position of the light control means 300. This enables the
control process to start from a state in which the position of
the light control means 300 is reset. Consequently, control for
swinging the light control means 300 in a desired direction
can be performed with reliability, and control for detecting
the rotation of the rotary shaft member 302 can be performed
stably.

The features, operations, and advantages of the system
other than those described above are the same as those in the
first embodiment.

As described above, the light control system according to
the present invention is useful for detection of displacement
of the light control means due to impact or vibration acting
thereon in the non-driving state and for control of the position
of the light control means responsive to the detection.

The light control system according to the present invention
detects electromotive force generated in the coil with rotation
of the light control means in the non-driving state, and when
it detects electromotive force, it supplies driving current to the
coil taking into account the direction of the electromotive
force, whereby the light control means can be positioned at a
predetermined position effectively.

40
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What is claimed is:

1. A light control system comprising:

first and second substrates each having an optical aperture;

at least one light control means provided with a magnetic
rotary shaft member;

a spacer arranged between the first substrate and the second
substrate to provide a space that allows the light control
means to move;

drive means arranged on the first substrate, for causing the
light control means to move with supply of current to a
coil;

command means for outputting a command signal indicat-
ing a direction of rotation of the light control means;

detection means for detecting electromotive force gener-
ated in the coil;

switch means for connecting the coil to the drive means in
adriving state in which current is supplied to the coil and
connecting the coil to the detection means in a non-
driving state in which electromotive force generated in
the coil is detected;

determination means for determining a rotational state of
the rotary shaft member, based on an output signal out-
put from the detection means; and

control means for outputting a command for causing the
drive means to output a drive signal, based on an output
signal output from the determination means.

2. A light control system according to claim 1, wherein
when power of the light control system is turned on, the
command means sends a command signal to the control
means so as to cause the light control means to shift to a first
stopping position.

3. A light control system according to claim 1, comprising
memory means for storing an output from the command
means, wherein when a signal output from the determination
means is input to the control means, a signal output from the
control means is determined based on information stored in
the memory means.

4. A light control system according to claim 3, wherein
when power of the light control system is turned on, the
command means sends a command signal to the control
means so as to cause the light control means to shift to a first
stopping position.



